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Additional Sources of Summer Funding 
 
Whether or not you receive a PILA grant, there are many other ways to help fund your summer work.  Remember, 
students receiving PILA grants are permitted to accept additional funding up to a cap of $8,000 (including the PILA grant).   
 
A great place to start in looking for summer funding is PSLawNet.  It has a highly comprehensive listing of available 
fellowships and other sources of summer funding available to law students working in the public sector.  It can be found 
here: http://pslawnet.org/summerfundingresources.  
 
Here is an overview a few of the sources of summer funding most commonly relied upon by UVA Law students.  
 
1.   Equal Justice America Fellowships 
 
Equal Justice America offers fellowships of up to $4,000 to first- and second-year law students who work during the 
summer for organizations providing direct civil legal services for the poor.  
 
Students must secure full-time employment (minimum 35-40 hours per week), working at least 10 weeks for a legal 
services organization. Summer fellowships may take place anywhere in the United States, provided that the hiring 
organization is a non-profit organization providing direct civil legal services to the poor. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than March 22, 2010, and announcements will be made by April 21, 2010.  
 
TO APPLY: Applicants must send a cover letter describing their commitment and interest in providing legal services to the 
poor, a resume, two letters of recommendation, and an employment confirmation letter from the hiring organization to 
Equal Justice America. All application materials must be sent together. Send applications to the following address:  

Equal Justice America                                                                                                                                                  
13540 East Boundary Road, Building II, Suite 204                                                                                         
Midlothian, Virginia  23112  

 
2.  Buffett Fellowships   
 
The UVA Center for Children, Families, and the Law offers fellowships for graduate students planning to be involved in 
applied work related to the topic of children and families in need. Fellowships of up to $3500 each are made each year to 
graduate students in any field of study (Law, Education, etc.). Awards in the range of $1000 to $2000 are commonly 
made. (UVA Law students who have received fellowships in the past have worked at legal services organizations, public 
defenders, and organizations doing public policy work, among many other types of employers.) 
 
TO APPLY: Applicants must submit the following by April 1, 2010 to the address listed below: 

1. 1-2 page curriculum vitae or resume; 
2. 1-2 page essay including: summary of the proposed applied activities; statement of how the applicant and the 

activity would benefit from the fellowship; statement of the time commitment involved (duration and number of 
hours per week); how the activity fits in with the student's ongoing program of study, and requested support 
($3500 would be a reasonable request for a full-time summer position); 

3. Brief (1-2 paragraph) letter of recommendation from a faculty member or other appropriate individual who is 
willing to supervise the practical experience. 

 
Applications will be accepted at any time. Determinations of awards will be made within one month of receipt of 
applications. Submit applications to:  

Erin Horn 
Center for Children, Families, and the Law 
Department of Psychology 
Gilmer Hall 
P.O. Box 400400 
Charlottesville, VA 22904-4400 
 

Questions about the fellowships or application procedures should be directed to the Center Administrative Director, Erin 
Horn, at eeh3t@virginia.edu. Visit the website for more information: http://www.virginia.edu/ccfl/buffett.php. 
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3.  Equal Justice Works Summer Corps Vouchers  
 
The Equal Justice Works Summer Corps program engages law students around the country who provide legal services to 
those who need it most. Summer Corps is an AmeriCorps-funded program that typically provides about 350 law students 
with the opportunity to earn a $1,000 education voucher for dedicating their summer to a qualifying legal project at a 
nonprofit public interest organization. The voucher can be used to pay current educational expenses or qualified student 
loans. As a Summer Corps member, students must work a minimum of 300 hours at a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization or 
and qualifying public defender program of their choosing.  

TO APPLY: Applications (an online form) will be available on the Equal Justice Works website from April 1, 2010 until 
April 16, 2010. The application will be available at: http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/programs/summercorps/apply.  

Equal Justice Works evaluates Summer Corps applications and selects members using a number of factors including: 
• Quality of the application; 
• Eligibility of the applicant and applicant’s host site; 
• Geographic diversity; 
• Law school diversity; and  
• Any current Equal Justice Works initiatives such as hurricane relief or placement at a current AmeriCorps Legal 

Fellow host site. 
 
Questions about Summer Corps should be directed to summercorps@equaljusticeworks.org, or see 
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/programs/summercorps/general for more information. 
 
 
4.  ABA Commission on Homelessness and Poverty / John J. Curtin, Jr. Legal Internships 
 
The Curtin Justice Fund Legal Internship Program provides fellowships to 3 law student interns each summer. The 
Program will pay a $2,500 stipend to three law school students who spend the summer months working for a bar 
association or legal services program designed to prevent homelessness or assist homeless or indigent clients or their 
advocates. The Legal Internship Program will provide much-needed legal assistance to organizations serving the under-
represented and give students direct experience in a public interest forum. Through this, it aims both to help homeless 
clients and to encourage careers in the law that further the goals of social justice 
 
All law students are eligible and first year law students are encouraged to apply. The intern must commit no less than 
eight continuous weeks to the program of his or her choice. Students should have a job offer at the time of application, 
contingent on funding, from a qualified organization, as well as a demonstrated interest in public interest law and 
experience working with poor people or on related issues. Qualified organizations include bar association programs, legal 
services programs and nonprofit organizations which have programs dedicated to meeting the legal needs and concerns 
of homeless and indigent people and their advocates. 
 
TO APPLY: Each applicant shall submit a cover letter, resume, application form and a prospective program's supporting 
statement. Please be specific about the issues on which you plan to focus and what you hope to accomplish. An 
application package is available at http://www.abanet.org/homeless/10curtin_announce_app.pdf.  Applications must be 
received by Friday, March 26, 2010 but can be submitted earlier to: 
 

Curtin Internship Program 
American Bar Association Commission on Homelessness and Poverty 
740 15th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005-1022 

 
For More Information: Please contact the ABA Commission on Homelessness and Poverty at (202) 662-1694 or via e-
mail at homeless@abanet.org, or visit the ABA Commission on Homelessness and Poverty’s web site, 
http://www.abanet.org/homeless/curtin.shtml. 


